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What is Think Big and how do I apply? 
FAQ’s for Senior Section members
What is Think Big?
Think Big is a project with the O2 and the National Youth Agency (NYA). Girlguiding UK have been awarded 25 grants of £300 to put a project which you create into action! 
What does Think Big think about young people?

Young people are often unfairly portrayed by the media and stereotyped as ‘Hoodie wearers’, ‘Thugs’. We think they’re far more thoughtful, engaged and positive. They’re aware of the issues around them and have strong opinions on how to make things better. But sometimes they have trouble making themselves heard.

What is the Think Big purpose?

We want to give young people the chance to express their opinions and to show their creativity and to play a positive role in their local community and in society. We want to work with Girlguiding UK to help shake off the negative perception of young people – getting people talking about their enthusiasm and talent instead.
What could my Think Big project be about?

There are six broad project categories, (you should consider these as you think about your project idea). Please choose the category you think your project fits best.
Think Expression

Help people discover their artistic talents.

Projects could include: 

· setting up a radio station

· DJing

· putting on a disco for young people

· starting a band or music project

· providing a venue

· providing sound recording equipment to the community

· street dance

· theatre

· cheerleading

· dance clubs, competitions & talent shows

Think Learning

Share knowledge and ideas.

Projects could include: 

· Teaching & training workshops

· Creating leaflets, websites, pamphlets, books or films that educate young people

· Empowerment

· Intergenerational teaching

Think Campaigning

Make a stand and push for change.

Projects could include: 

· Campaigns, for example anti-knife crime or healthy eating
· Campaigns to change perception
Think Well-being

Inspire people to live a healthier life.

Projects could include:

· Putting on sport or physical activity sessions, or setting up a club

· Providing sessions for young people’s hobbies, for example cookery, reading, yoga or self-defence

Think Neighbourhood

Improve the local area.

Projects could include: 

· Setting up a youth café or youth club
· Converting a space into a place to go

· Creating playgrounds

· Graffiti clean-up

· Setting up a Youth Warden Scheme
Think Planet

Work for a better environment.

Projects could include: 

· Gardening

· Cleaning up an area

· Tree planting, or woodland/nature reserves
· Setting up allotments

· Recycling projects

· Transport for young people

I’m interested, what do I do now?

First stage is to start thinking about what you would like to see make a positive impact and difference to the community you live in and start putting you idea’s together. The project should have a beginning, middle and end and be realistic for a grant of £300!
Next

Fill in the simple application form. Don’t worry it doesn’t take very long! It asks you what difference the project will make. Please explain what you hope to achieve with your project and how many people it could affect – for instance your local community. 
Then 

Send this directly to your Country/Region Head Office (Find your Country/Region Office details below). Your Chief Commissioner will then select three application forms from your Country and Region to be put forward for the grant! We can’t guarantee Think Big will approve your project but this is the first step to find out!
After your project is put forward to Think Big they may call you for a chat to discuss your project in more detail.

Are there any limitations on the project I want to do with Think Big?

The only limit to a project is your imagination.  All Think Big asks is that the project can be up and running within three months of you being notified by Think Big and completed within six months. (A project can last any length of time from one day to a number of months, depending on what you want to do). Think Big can’t fund projects that are overtly religious or political, or that take place on private property. The projects must be safe, be in the UK, not be part of paid employment or a direct request for funds or training if this does not benefit others.
Can I apply as an individual and/or a group?

Yes, either! There is no limit to how many people can be in the project group but one person must be the Project Founder and point of contact.  All members of the group should be Senior Section members, but you can ask for advice from others.
What support will I receive if my application is successful?

You will be invited to attend a regional one-day training event.  The training covers project planning, building support for project ideas and making it happen. You can attend as an individual or up to two people from each project can attend the training; the Project Founder and one other. The cost of travel is covered by Think Big. There is also a Think Big Young Advisor Team who can provide you with advice and answers to questions about your project once you get going.
What else do I get?

After you have attended the training you will be sent an O2 money card with the £300 loaded onto it (If you are under 18 this must be sent to a trusted adult). You can then use this to buy things you need for your project. You also get a space on the Think Big website to create a project page – you can upload photos, videos and utilise this to develop your project. 
What else do I need to know about and consider?

Successful applications funded by Think Big will have the opportunity to be considered for a further much larger grant after completing the £300 project. Five Project Founders can be put forward to receive a second grant of £2,500 to develop your project or start something new. Girlguiding UK will let you know about being put forward for this later on.
That hopefully covers some of your questions. Time to get your thinking caps on! If you have any more questions you can contact Steph Burns at Girlguiding UK Commonwealth Headquarters by email at thinkbig@girlguiding.org.uk or call 020 7834 6242 ext 2018.
You can post or email your Think Big application to your Country and Region Office. Please mark your Envelope with For Attention of Think Big.
Girlguiding North West
Recycling Lives Centre
Floor 3 Room 3D
Essex Street
Preston
PR1 1QE
Tel: 01772 823 331
Email: northwesthq@girlguiding.org.uk 

