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Hello and welcome to our Spring newsletter

We hope you're all doing well, in light of recent events. We’re sure you’re just as disappointed 

as we are about the recent suspension of guiding unit meetings in response to UK Government 

guidance, but it has been absolutely delightful and heart-warming to see how little can stop us 

from being connected with one another. From virtual unit meetings to incredible community 

initiatives in support of vulnerable people, it is clear to see just how strong the guiding spirit 

is!

Now, let’s reflect on the amazing start that we had to the year and look forward to all of the 

fantastic things we have yet to come, once we get back into the full swing of guiding life.

For World Thinking Day, we exchanged over 2,500 Mini 

Mes, spanning from Northern Ireland right down to 

Hertfordshire.

It was wonderful to have our girl members share a little 

bit about themselves with each other and to celebrate 

all of the amazing things that girls are capable of. We 

had girls who could play rugby, get muddy, be 

comedians, and change the world! 



Fun at Fulwood Barracks 

Celebrating Women, Every Chance We Get 

Hello Again, Clever Cogs

At region office, our staff certainly enjoyed sorting out 

the Mini Mes, as they got to see all of the incredible 

entries. 

World Thinking Day also saw almost 200 Guides and 

Rangers take over Fulwood Barracks for a fun weekend of 

leadership and sisterhood, where they earned their Lead, 

Stage 5 Skills Builder badge! 

Over the weekend, they completed team-building 

activities and wrote Haiku, and left feeling truly inspired 

by the positioning of women within The Army. 

Coleesha, aged 13, shared: “I learnt how to be fair and 

learnt that The Army is about more than just rolling in 

mud. There is a place for girls within The Army.”

On International Women’s Day, and on the days 

surrounding this celebration of women, it was great to 

see content about the incredible achievements of 

women; past, present and everywhere! 

Some of our members showed how they’re 

#EachforEqual by sharing how we can smash barriers 

within male-dominated industries. 

Our very own Assistant Chief Commissioner, Emma, 

shared some of her favourite trail-blazing women in 

Transportation Engineering, while Ranger leader, Nicky, 

shared her experience as an Air Traffic Controller.

Talking of women in STEM, we’re looking forward to the 

launch of our brand-new Clever Cogs Challenge Pack. This 

time, we’re Saving Places! The new challenge pack will 

include fun and innovative activities surrounding 



Recognising Our Brilliant Volunteers

renewable energy sources. 

That's not all from Clever Cogs. In celebrating our third 

Clever Cogs pack, we’re going to be throwing it back with 

a re-launch of our ever-popular, original Clever Cogs 

Challenge pack. Keep an eye out on social media for more 

information.

A massive congratulations to Su, from the Isle of Man, 

who was honoured with the prestigious Laurel Award for 

her work supporting girls and young women over the 

last fifteen years. From taking the lead on training 

events and developing local partnerships, to provide 

amazing opportunities for girls on the island, she has 

been, and continues to be, an exemplary role model to 

girls and adult members alike. We feel incredibly lucky 

to have fantastic volunteers like Su! 

She shared: "The friends, experiences, and knowledge 

that I have gained along the way have been immense. I 

hope to continue to share and embrace all that guiding 

stands for, and means to me, with others for many 

years to come."

Coronavirus is Contagious... but so is Kindness

During this challenging time, it is important to stay 

connected with girls and volunteers - not forgetting that 

some of our dedicated volunteers, who have been 

instrumental to us over the years, are indeed over 70. 

Please remember them and do whatever you can to 

support them. 

We have created some helpful resources as part of our 

Keepin’ it Kind initiative. We’re hoping to add to our 

resources as the situation develops, and to ensure that 

they strictly adhere to UK Government guidance, so please 

keep a look out on social media and our website.



Region Shop

| Our Region HQ shop and online shop will not be taking orders until further notice |
Opening hours: Mon – Fri, 9.00am – 5.00pm

Website: https://www.shop.girlguidingnwe.org.uk/

A Message From Our Region Chief Commissioners

Thank you to our members for all of your support during this challenging time. In true Girlguiding spirit, it 

has been lovely to see all of the messages on social media with ideas of how we can continue guiding in 

different ways. There have been some fantastic ideas about interest badges and virtual guiding, among 

other ways that we can continue to engage girls. It has also been great to see how supportive our members 

have been of the wider community during this challenging time. Keep up all the amazing work and most 

importantly, stay safe, healthy, and positive. This time will pass and we will get back to having fun together 

soon enough. 

We would like to take a moment to share some of Olave Baden-Powell’s words, which she shared in her last 

message to the movement in 1973:

“I trust that you will continue fully to use the system of work and play that our Movement provides, keeping 

up the fun and the friendships made at your meetings and in camps. In that way you will not only advance 

yourself in body, mind and spirit, but you will affect those around you, in doing what is honourable and right 

and wise, and in giving out kindness of thought and action, thus striving against all ills and helping to make 

the world a happier and a better place in which to live.”

Keep in Touch

We know that there is very little that will stop wonderful things from happening within your counties and 

units - as we have seen over the last few weeks! We have loved seeing all the fab ways that guiding is 

staying connected and look forward to seeing plenty more. As always, we welcome any pictures, videos, and 

stories, and are keen to share them on our social media pages and region website. Keep in touch with us via 

email or via Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

Contact the Region Office

Telephone: 01772 791947 | Email: northwesthq@girlguidingnwe.org.uk
Opening hours: Mon – Fri, 9.00am – 5.00pm

Website: https://www.girlguidingnwe.org.uk/
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